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INTRODUCTION.

This first edition of the hitherto unpubli <

. I published Kulachiiddm-
nu:ihag been prepared with the help of manuscripts (marked n;i
and @) collected by the Varendra Anusandhiina Samiri ~f Rois

shahi from reputed centres of Thntrika_worship ir

ADDENDUM.

P.21 12

in Ch. Il 25is 2 mustahe i the manus c(f
more probably for fe@ This criticism seems © et
is no reason why the twice-horn castes shou ‘dfb&k
Moreover all the othe
According to this reading
inimical persons not ** per
in Sj. A K Mattra's Introduction

It has been suggested to me by Dr. Otro S /ﬁf‘r}’ilﬁf‘ o5
£

cript for

r nouns are 1
Kaula knowl

A, Avavoa.

this reason the book i included jn the class which goes by the
name of Nigama as opposed to 4 gama, in \yhlch the Shastra
is revealed by Shiva Himself. The form m.whxch a Shistra
is presented whether as the Revelation of Ghiva or Shakti is
mere Lil4. Since Shiva and Shakti are on€ and the same and
it is Shiva who reveals. . > the revealer of the Shastra
in all cases, though in some He ﬁgures as th:/fya] an;:l in
others as Guru. The Syachchhanda Tantra puts this clearly in

the following verse :
Guru-shistyapade sthitva svayameva mahesvarak

Prashnottara-padair vahyaistantrans samavatdrayat

Sihidre
sxflided.
n the dativezh, fEaic.
edge 15 t0 be képf ,from
wons of the twice-horn caste ” as stated
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The 1antra accordng to this verse was ongmally red caled
by Mahesiwa (Shivn) who Himsc!f stood for that purpose m
the position of the Guru 1s well 15 that of the Shuskyr  This
15 lso stated m the st chapter (VI 79) of the Kulchiidd
mun where the Devt wdressing Her Tord suyys —

Gurustvam sanvntrazim

Iutchin 1 has been clted 2 seeret doctrme wd - practice
I he Bhurvi i discoursing of it m the hulwhddim e sys 1t

the outset {1 31) that 1t hd not been told to Viskru nor to
Brihma4 nor to G wip

Eauh hnowledge s1ys the text (11 25) must not be i
vulged to uhests fools Pishus or to persons of the twice
born ciste  Ihe secrct teaxching appeirs to hive been trins
mitted for 1 long time  from mouth to mouth  (Vihtriit
1aktrntiram) and even when it cume m part to be reduced
mnto wrting  sufficient precaution was  tihen to conceal 1t
from the ummtinted under technical terms the mmport of
which could only be learnt from the Guru  The general fea
tures may however be summed up s follows

Although the word Kula n ordinary parlance menns 1
fanuly or clan 1ts techmcal sense has been defined by the
Trwahasyavrithvto be hulun=mitz miny meyam  The
term thus combines the mewning of the three other words which
are further eapluned to mewn Jun (Matn) Jnana (Ménwm)
and the manifold universe or Vishva (Mey im) Lhe _iot (S iny
hahtirthi) therefore 15 said to be Shakn As Shakn s kult
so Shiva (as distnguished from Shikti) 1s spohen of 1s Ahul1
Kulachwa 1s one of the seven Acharis enumerated by the
Kulurava one of the leading Tantrs of the division of SAdhr
kas of this school called Kavlas  According 1o the last nimed
Thntra it occypies the highest rank  The Vaudihichara 1t says

1s 1o doubt higher than all but Vaiskrivichara is lugher than
Vudibiichra  Shavichira 1s hugher than \ uskrav wchir
Daksiin\chara 15 higher than Shawvchiri  Vamichira s

higher than Dakshin\chira Siddhantacharn 1s higher than the
st and Kulichira 15 superior to All

As Kuliichra 1s thus said to be the highest of the Achér
only those Sidhakas are quilified therefor who 1 this grl}u:s
ther bieth have griduated wn the preceding Ach s which are
;egardul 1S steppmg stones to 1t Such 1 $AdhakA e called
haulikt or kulina Being the fin1l stage of Sidhann this
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Jchira knows no destinction of race, colour caste or sect’
But the csoterie character of 1ts doctrme and practice 15 such
that it was never meant for the ordinary man of the world
On the contrary the difficulties of 1ts true practice are satd to
be such that according to the doctrine “1t 1s easier to walk on
a drawn sword,” than to be a true Kaula 1t 15 expressly
stated (I 42) that the Adhihiri must be a Kulina that 1s onc
who 15 capable of realizing that every person thing, and act 15
4 manifestation of the Mother or Shahti (Strimayancha jagat
sarvam)  An essential feature of this Achira 1s the attam-
ment of the knowledge that the Mother who 15 worshipped
under different forms as Tripurd KA4IK4 and so forth with
differing nituals 15 She from whom all creation proceeds and
who iy all i all  This 1s very aptly set forth m the test (I 24)
which says  Oh All knowing Oneof Thou knowest Me then
of what use are the lmndyas (revealed teaclungs) and Yiyanam
(sacrifices neud)  If Thou hnowest Me not then of what use
dare Amndya and Yijanam

Yadi méng viddht sarvayna hva chamndyds hva yyyamm

Na viddhi ming chet sarvayna hva chimndyaZ hva ydjanam

This teaching has found 1ts way nto popular Bengalt songs
which say

¢ Tell me what will japa tapa voga and ydga do for a man
m whom Kulahuwdaling awakens and for the man in whom She
awakens not  Supremacy 15 clumed for Kulichira on the
ground that it 15 the fina stage of SAdhana m which Knowledge
15 reahised to be superior to ritual  Kuladharma 15 accord
mgly sad to weigh more tinn af’ $iynas ana’ Vratas pur o
gether i the scale against 1t though such rituals are necessry
1 the prehminary Acharas which qualify for the last As nint
alone secures hiberation the Kulirzava Tantra affirms that
without Kuladharma lberation 15 not possible  With the
question whether this clam 1o well founded I am nat con
cerncd but with the statement of the hustorical facts  As bemng
the Achirt which 1s clumed to be at the entry of hbcration 1t 15
regarded by Kaulas as supremc and the end for those which

precede 1t Other schools tike different view of the Kault

claims



CHAPTER 1.

The book opens with an enumeration of the Kuta-sundaris
or Devis who are said to be innumerable, under the names of
Trpurd, Kalikd, Vigishvarl, Suhula, Kuld, Matanggini, Plrad,
Vimal), Chardandyihd. Ekaafy, Durgh and others Sev eral

doctrines also such as Vaishrava Gézapatya and others arc
mentioned

The names of a number of Tantras belonging to the sixty-
four are next given A complete list has been quoted in the
footnotes {pages 2—3) from the Viimaheshvaga-tantra according
to which each of the eight Bhairavas has a Tantra of his own
all of which are collectively known as the Bhairavisksaham
Sinularly the Tantras relating to the seven MAts/kds and the
Shivadiitis are collectively called Bahurtipiskfaham — The
Yiamalas are esght in number  These three classes give us 24
works, while the rest are those named in the list

The 64 Tantras given 1n the Vimakeshvara are as follows —

Mahdmays

Shambara

Yoginijila shambara

Tattva shambara

5—12 Bharavastfaha— (@) Asitingga

(6} Ruru

() Chanda

(d) Krodha

(¢) Unmatta
(f) Kapili

(&) Bhiskana

(%) Sanghfra
13—20  Bahurp'sifaka—the

1
*a
3
4

eight Tantras of the seven
Matzhis and Shnaditis
Brahmayamala

(8) VishnuyAmala

(¢) Rudrayimala

(@) Laksimiyimala

(¢} Umiyimala

Yamaldsktaha—(a)
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(/) Shandaydmala—(Bhashara
substitutes Jayadrathayimals)

(¢) Ganeshayimala

(#) Grahayimala

wi

*29  MahochehhusZya 49 Sanyninottara
*30 Vitwla *50  Mahikilimata
®*31  Vatlottara 5t MahdlahsZmimata

32 Hzidbheda 52 Siddhayogeshvarimata
*33  Tantrabheda 53  Kuriipihfimata

34 Guhyatantra 54  Devaripihimata

35 Kimba 55 Sanaviramata

36  Kaliwviida 56 Vimalimata

37 Kalastra 57(2) Purvimndya

38 Kubphimata (8) Pashchimimniya
*39 Tantrottara (¢) Dakstufimniya

40 Vizdtantra {¢) Uttardmniya

41 Trodala 58  Niruttara

42 Trodalottara 59  Vashestiha

43 Panchimsaza 60  Jninfirzava

44 Ripabheda #61  Virdbali

45 Bhutoddimara 62  Arunesha

46  Kulasfira 63  Mohtnisha

47 Kuloddisha 64  Vishuddhesvara

*48  Kulachiidiman

It has not been found posstble to dentrfy with certanty all
items 10 the bist given n this work with that of the Vimikesh
vara and i some respects the List differs 1 however we tahe
Miyottara, Kalipiha or Kalipada, Sarvandndtmaka and
Vishudeshvara which occur 1in the Kulachi#iimun to refer to
stems 1 36 48 and 64 respectively of the Vamakeshvara list
then the two hsts correspond except as to the ¢ items marhed
with an asterish  In the place of these list the present work
appears to give the names of the followsng Tantras —Maht
Lantraniina Viisuht  Mahfisammohana  Mahad

sirasvata
soihs#ma  Vihan1 Vihanottara M4t sbheda  Vishvitmaka
Shivaval:  If however we thus count them we get 10 Tantras

or one too many  Passibly Mahisfikssma may be part of the
title of the Vihana Tantra which succecds it which case 1t

may be cimmated
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The Bharava then says that 1le knows all these Kula-
sundaris, doctrines and Tantras but has nevertheless nu)l
attained Diiss (Ananda)  He asks the Bhairavi why this is s0?

In reply the Bhairavi first gives some gencral philosophical
mstruction 1 eleven verses (1. 16-26) 1o the Bhairava whom
She addresses as the most Supreme Kula the ocean of Tantrika
Kula Lnowledge (Tantrajninakulirrava) which, since He
apparently seeks instruction, has for the moment been obscured
by Her Miyft This portion may be divided into three sce-
tions The first (vv. 16-17) refers to that primordial state
when She as Praksti was hidden in Chigdinanda (Ahang Prakrs-
Gripy  chech chidinandaparfyazd) “In this state there is
nather creation maintenance or destruction ; neither Brahmi
1ari or Shambhu or other Devas, neither attachment, suffer-

mg nor liberation, neither piety, Theiom, or Atheism  Japa
Guru or Shiskya

The second state (vv. 17-24) is that in which the Devi
covering Herself with Her own Mayft becomes desirous of
creation {Unmuhkhi) and threefold  Then joyful in the mad
delight which comes of Her union with the Supreme Akula

She becomes Vikdirizi, that is the Vikfiras or Tattvas arise in
Mulaprakzzti

Miyayichchhidya chitmanang tridhd bhitvi yadonmuhkhi
Parilularasonmidamading cha v ihdrind

At ths second stage Brahmd Har, Shambha appear and
with them the Worlds (Loka) and the Elements (Panchabhiitan)
of which they are composed By the differentiation of Shiva
and Shakti the Guras commence to operate (Shivashakti pra-
bhedena gurotpatustu jayate)  Brahmdi and the others are not
distingt_ enuties  ‘They are all one and the same as parts of

Her The creation which 1s Matritmaka appears and then
disappears 1n Pralaya

in the third section (vv 24 26) the Devi teaches the great
lesson that all seripture and ritual are unneeded where She 1o
bnown  as they are unneeded where She 1s not known  Yor
scriptural teaching 1s @ means to an end —hnowledge of Her.
It therefore has no use where She 1s known  If on the other
hand relynious disposttion 1s wholly wanting these means alone
will hot evohe 1t though they are not without thetr wses 10
cducating a latent piety in the disciple  The Bhairavi then
says ' 1T mamfest mysclf as woman (that 15 m female form or
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Shakt) which s my onn SUF and the vy essenee of ereation
(Nardetp g s unfisthaya s adistram madim them) m onder to
Lnow fhee Bhurava the Guru who art umitdd with Mc
(Bhavayogastham)  She adds that cven when all this s sud
Her Tattva 1s not known

The Desi then speaks of the methods (Uptya) of attammg
ltheration which 1s the csscnce of all Tantras and s honoured
by all Dovatds These means sceure hnowledge and awaken
Putvabodha  They destroy both mert and demerit ind
(v 29) wnc both enjoyment and hiberanon (Bhogamuhtiprad
dyakam)  This doctnine 15 sard to hwe been hept as o pro
found sceret so that 1t had not been divulged even to Vishnu
Brahmd nor Gamapa It should be concealed in the heart
(Gopaniy witu hredaye) Ths wonderful sccret my cluld
should be kept from Pashus (v 4o Rahasyam adbhtitang vatst
goptay yam p1shushnngkale& The Devi speakmg of this doc
trme thus addresses the Bharava  Child (Vatsa) 1t strihes me
with wonder and bewilders even the wise It 15 replete with
numerous and bewildering meanings and s the final resting
place of all good disciples (Sachchhistya pramaspadum) It s
Sadichara  according to  all doctrines (Sarvavadistdachiry)
and 15 at the same time blamed or reprobated by all doctrines
(Swvavadivigarhita) It can be learnt only from a good
teacher (Sadactaryyaparynaptam) I ollow 1t with care

Fo begin with the Devi speaks of the necessity for the
acquisition of Joinashuddhi the purification of knowledge and
for this purpose She refers to the duly observances begnning
with the morning rites  The S&dhiha should rise m the morn
ing, make his Prandma to the Kula trees (Kultvszhsha) nd
contemplate upon the Kula (Shakt) from the Muladhiri to the
Brahmarandhra and meditate on the Guru

The Kulw r7hstas according to the Kameshvara Tantra are
Shlesn staka  Karanyt Nimba  Ashvattht Kadwmbr Vil
Vata Ashoka{1) The Térirabnsyavsrinkhd quoting the thove
verse from the Kameshyara Tantra adds that the above are those
nsinlly enumerated but that a minth 15 added by some n uncly
the Chinchi The printed Tantrasira however gives 1 Int
of ten trees -us  the first seven mentioned together with

(1} S0 Test matshakarinydhhy wn ml Ashsatthiha lambakdh
\ v vazo prachokast el 1 igaskan kehpddapdh
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bara, Dhatri, and Chincha(1). From which it would appear
H\Z?i?hi\st Shieshmataka, Karanja, Vilva, A';h\'v:mh:\. Kadamba,
Nimba and Vata are generally recognised as Kula trees, Udum-
bara, Dhatri, Chinch4, and Ashoka are only exceptionally so.
Then follows the mental worship of the cight Kulanathas, namely
Prahladananda, Sanak&nanda, Kumarananda, Vashiskfhananda,
Krodhananda, Sukhfnanda, Jninfnanda and Bodhananda.
Their Dhyana is given in two verses. They are those whose
cyes betray the bliss in their hearts which comes from the
great Rasa (Mahtrasarasollsahriday Anandalochang/) ; whose
darkness (Tamas) has been cutand crushed by embracing 1\1'11.1 ;
the dispellers of fear who know the meaning of :\Il‘thc I\.uln
Tantras (I 36-37). The Chapter closes with the instruction
that the Guru fit to initiate a disciple in this system must be a
Kulina and no other. The Kulina is Adhikiri of all Vidyls
and is competent to initiate in all Mantras (Diks/4dprabhu/ sa
evatra sarvamantrasya naparat) The work of those who
leave the Kulaguru is stated to be mere Abhichara.

CHAPTER 11,

This chapter begins with the ablution-rites (Snana) and
states the Shéstric rules which must be followed. _The devotee,
after ablution, 1s directed to wear two pieces of cloth (IL. 12).
This is strictly in accordance with the rules laid down by Yogi
Yaynavalhya. A departure from this rule constitutes, according
to Bhregu, nakedness, which disqualifies for the performance of
religious rites  The devotee is next directed to worship Shakti
with offerings of flowers, incense, perfumed betel, and other
destrable articles  Then follows the worship with Yantra and
the contemplation of Oneness with the Mother. The worship

of the Sadhaha’s wife ¢NijahAntam I1. 30) is described with the
details of her initiation to be given where She has previously
been unintiated

(1) Shlesh ha i had: 1

Nimbo vaso dumburancha dhatrd chincha dasha smestAh




CHAPTER 1L

The rites prescribed for the night are disclosed in this
Chapter. If the devotee worships a Parashakti, he should first
initiate her if she happens to be uninitiated The mantra for
such initiation is referred to in three verses (I11. 13-15). The
food to be offered to Shakti during the Purashcharana-ceremony
is enumerated at length (I1l. 22-26) The Shahtis worship-
ped are to be looked upon as eight Matrzkds, and they shouid
be named accordingly.  The hymn to be recited in their wor-
ship is given, which shows that each of them is to be addressed
as one of the aspects of the Mother Herself,

The hymn is called Karnejapa-stotra from the fact that each
verse addressed to each of the MAtrskas is whispered into her
ear. In this worship the elder may bow down to the younger,
one of superior caste to one of inferior caste, for the Shaktis
selected for worship, are each and all manifestations of the
Mother. The following translatton and accompanying notes

are by the General Editor
Ow

Obeisance to Thee O Mother! O Devi! .
The pure One (1) Who art Brahm4 (2)
Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles (3) which beset me

And grant me hberation (4)

.

2

Our great Lady ! (5) Bestower of blessings

Oh Devi! Who art the Supreme Bliss (6)
Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles which beset me
And grant me hiberation

Anaghe
Brabmarfpadhare 3 ¢ Shakh of Brabma or Brahmi Shakt
Vighnam ; that 1 obstacles standing m the way of liberatron
Siddhy 3 the greatest of which hiberation (Moksdaj . The refriin rans —
Krepayh hara vighnam me mama siddhing prayachehha me,
Mahesh, Shakts of Maheshs or Shiva  Shaiva Shakts
a it for She ss ding to Tantra one with the Sepremne Brahmin Why

is Bliss Itsell
2




INTRODUCTION.

3.

Kaumdri} (1) beautiful Playmate of Kumfira!
The sovereign Mistress of all Vidyfs ! (2)
Remove by Thy mercy all obst

acles which beset me
And grant me {iberation

4.

O Devi' Who borne by she son of Vinath (3) -
Art Vishnu (4)

Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles which beset me
And grant me liberation

5 .
Oh Devi! Bestower of blessings! Who art Viirahi (s)
By Whom the earth was lifted on Thy tusks (6)

Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles which beset me
And grant me liberation,

6.

O Devi! Who art Shakra

7)
Who art worshipped by Shakra and other Suras (8)

*Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles which beset me
And grant me liberation,

7

.
Chamundd ! (9) besmeared with blood wearing a garland
of severed heads

Destructress of fear!

Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles which beset me
And grant me hberation,

s w T

o

9

» Shakh of Kumfra

Sarvavidyesht , the Vidyfs are varons manifestations of Mahishakir.
That 5 the Inrd king Garadk the vebicle of Visku,
Visknntlipadhare, 1 e, Vaushunt Shakti,

Shaktt of Variha the Boar incarnation of Vishnu,

The Variha Avatira which succeeded the Kirmma wnd raised the earth Trom the waters
m which 1t was sa! merged :

Indra, the Devt 15 here addressed as the Shakn of Indra or Amdri Shalt
‘The Devas.

One of the Sanghsrunt mamfestations of Devt
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8.
Mahiaks/mi, | Mahamfyh! (1)

Destructress of anguish and sorrow !
Remove by Thy mercy all obstacles which beset me

And grant me liberation.
g.

“Thou art O Devi! the Father and Mother of all (2
And art to us in the place of Father and Mother 53;
One Thou art yet manifold (4) in the form of the

Universe (5)

Obeisance, Oh Devi! to Thee.

With the recitation of this hymn ends the P4jA of the
Shaktis ; the worship of at least one of whom is enjoined, Other
rites are enumerated in the subsequent Chapters.

CHAPTERIV.

The devotee should be well versed in Vaisknavichira that
is in Bhaktimarga before he can be permitted to adopt any of
the special rites. He should be UdarachittaZ (large minded)
Paranindf-sahis4zut (patient of ill said of im) and Upakéra-
ratak (one who does good to others) He is required to recite
his Mila-mantra if he happens to come upon a deserted temple,
junction of four roads and such other places which are said to
be ft for worship. Heis dwected also 0 how unnoticed 10 Mahé-
kali if he sees certain birds and animals, Gredhra (Vulture),
Kshemangkari (Brihmaxi kite) Jambuki (She-jackal) Yama-
ditika (raven) Kurara (osprey) Shyena (hawh, eagle or falcon) a
crow and a bfack cat. He is further directed to do circumambu-
lation (Pradaks#iza) of a corpse and the cremation ground. The
Mantras to be recited on such occasions are noted. Obeisance

.

Mahémohe As such the Mother s the Destructress of Avidyd and therefore as the verse
seys destructress of all the anguish and sorrow which proceed from i,

2. Pitsimdtramaye
PitnmatravabisAkeste. The earthly father and mother which are mere Angshashakus

are put astde ta revere Her as the real Father and Mother of all

w

4 Lke Lahuvidhe
Vishvarpe,

“w
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must also be made when he sees a black flower, red cloth a
king a prince, an elephant a horse a chariot weapons of war,
valorous man {Virapuruska) a buffalo a Kauliha or an image
of Mahisfamardini  If he sees a j1r of wine fish or flesh, or
a beautiful woman or & Devi Bhairavi, he must bow and recite
a spectal mantra  The Nilatantra gives o fuller hst of objects
to which obeisance 15 to be made n this way Then comes
the ntual prescribed for the worship of Kili in the cremation-
ground The Dhydna 1s revenled n seven verses (IV 39 45
As this Devi fulfils all Siddius She 15 called Dahs/uikli

CHAPTER V

This Chapter deals with ntes which are performed for the
development of powers enabling the devotee to draw towards
lim any Deva lower Spirits or human bemng he wishes
Vv 7 8 say that if anything 1s taken from the subject of the
nite which belongs to hum or he or she are 1ll treated or decewved
in any way the Sadhaka 1s fallen (Bhrasifa) and dies Harm also
happens to his family from such magic (Abhichara) The
nite consists of the worshup of DahshinAkdh  The Rzsht of the
Mantra 1s Bhairava and Chhanda 1s Ussmh  The first Vija 1s
the supreme Shakt (Purvang vijang parishakti) The Angga
nyfisa 15 directed to be performed with the Vija coupled with
the six long vowels In this rite the Brdhmann SAdhaka s
directed to subsutute for wine (where this 1s mentioned) hone;

1n a vessel of copper (y 78) or he may perform the Kulapiyh
with Kula wine

CHAPTER VI

This part 1s concerned with the method of acquinng powers
(Vetalasiddh) enabling the devotee to go anywhe(}-e heg prl’eases
It consists 1n the worship of Yogamdrh Katydyani Pirnzeshi
Chandi Khmakhyd and Dihkaravisim  The special rite of
Stdhana which goes by the name of Shavasidhana 1s described
wn this chapter (vv 19°28)  The object of this Sadhana n this
spectal 1nstance 1s the acqusttion of the power with which the
Chapter deals
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This the Jast chapter describes the worship of Mahis/a
mardmi which from the large number of stone and metal
images discoy ered 1n various places seems to have been very
popular at one time The worship of Mahiskamardini appears
to have undergone gradual changes This 1s indicated by the
Mantra as disclosed n the Kulachfizamant The Mantra h1s
been revealed m the usual Tantriha garb by the following

verse —

Trailohyavijabhutiinte sambodhanapadang tata/

Srishhisanghdrabau varrau vidyd mahiskamardimni
This yields a mantra of mine syllables .namely
Ong Mahiskamardmf Svitha

But the text {VII 5) ordams that if the Mantra and 1its
Sadhana 1s disclosed at all 1t may be disclosed to one who 15
extremely obedtent to his Guru but even then not with ts Vija
Only eght syllables should be disclosed thus reducing the

mantra to

Mahishamardini Svihd

It 1s said that the Mantra of nine syllables should not be
imparted but <hould n the Kali age be kept conceled and
that eight syllables Alone should be disclosed with the Mantra
Svaha but never with the Mantra NamaZ’

It would appear from the Shiraditilaha a compilatron by
Lakshmana Deshika of the eleventh century A D that 1 his
day the Mantra of eight syllables alone was known The
Mantra of ten syllables 15 not mentioned even by the Kula
chiidamarn  This mav be tahen to suggest that the worship of
Mahis#mardini 15 of great antiquity Ongmally the mantra
was of eight mne and ten syllables  But in course of time (at
the date when the Kulach@Zamant was reduced mto wrting
the Mantra of ten syllables had already fallen into disuse while
the Mantra of nine syllables ws discontinued  In the eleventh
century A D iat the date of the compilition of Shiradatilaha)
the Mantra of eight syllables only was Lnown
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Another important change 15 noticeable jn the Rishi and
Chhanda of thie Mantra The Resh accordmg to Raghava's
Commentary on the Shiradfitilaha is satd to be Shakavatsa,
the Chhanda according to it is Prakrsti - The Commentator also
notices that i his day according to some the Ruski was also
sad to be Mirkandeya But the Kulachadimani (VIL 1)
disunctly says that the Rrski is Nirada and the Chhanda is
Géyatri  It1s noticcable that the Rush and Chhanda of the
Mantra for the worship of Dirgh are Nfiradv and Giyatri.
May 1t be that the worship of Mahistamardini was gradually
sought to be cast mto the same form as the worship of Durgi?
This seems highly probable from another circumstance that
according to the Shiradatlaha-AikA of Réghava Bhas/a, the

Pithaptyd should be performed as ordained for the worship of
Durga

The mnge of Mahishamardmi 15 however different from
that of of Durgd Mahisfamardini according to Kulachfiditmar:
(VII 13) has eight hands holding on the nght side Chakra
S N TP e R Y Shila (trident),

. Dhanu (bow)and
Latjalmeata e puse 1 uu et is e o be of black colour,

wearmng yellow cloth, and 1s placed on the body of a black
buffalo

v

This Dhyina does not exactly correspond with the one
which 15 noted 1n the Shiraddtlaha  According to it, the Devi
holds in Her bands Chakra, Shangkha (conch shell), K7 zpina
(sword) Khefaka (club) Viza Kirmuka (bow) Shala and
Tarjani mudrf  The Devi who 1s said to be of the colour of
Garuda stone (emerald) and bedeched with the crescent moon
1s described as sitting on the head of the buffalo

In the Hymn mcorporated with the text of the Kulachtdi-
mard (V11 33) the Deviis said to be black of colour, resem
bling crushed antimony and 1s described as holding Chakra,
Dara (Shanghha) Kartrekd (small sword) Khefa (club) Vira,
Dhanu, Tn:ﬁ'\ula and Abhaya mudrd  So far as this Mudrd 1s
concerned Réghava cites an authority to show that Tarjani
mudrd 15 the same as the Abhaya mudrd It appears from the
Tantrasira that the Devi 1s to be worshipped now in this form

The Kulachfiddman gives no Shanglha or Khefaka or
léé{t; zdk‘Al th has instead two Khadgas and Charma The
dradatilabha mentions no Char: d
duces Shangkha and Khetala m’i‘l:)e: T Sord | e ntro

Hymn makes a further
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departure by changing the Khadga mto Kartrhd This s
exactly what appears to have been in vogue when the Tantra
sira came to be compiled about 400 years igo  The Hymn
therefore appears to be of a date later than this

While the images appear to have chinged mn this way, the
node of worship has remamed pretty furly the syme = The
detarls are giien with a view to help the reader to follow the
ritual

The worship of Mahissamardini 1s 1n general performed 1n
the usunl Tantriha way  The text only notices the pomts of
difference which constitute its speciil features  The most
noticeable of these 15 the Angganydsa which usunlly embraces
six Anggas In the case of the worship of Mahissamardini the
text (VIT 15 17) mentions only five Anggas The Sharadiuliha
(XTI 25) says that in this worship Ny#sa 1s made only upon five
Anggas leaving out the Nydsa of the eyes The Dhydna 15
gnen tn verses 12 14 The Yantrt ts composed of a lotus of
eight petals m each of which (VII 18) eight Devis are wor
shipped described generally as Durgd and others (Durgadyl)
Their names are given 1n the Sharaditlaha (X1 29) as Durgd
Varavarmni  Aryd  Kanahaprabhi Krankd Abhayaprada
Kanyh and Surfipt They are worshipped with the long
vowels 4 1 @ 7 47 at auandas_ Thus —Ang Durgdya
nama# Ing Varavarmnyat nmas  Ung Aryiyai namé  Ring
Kanahaprabhiyas nwmat  Lsing Krauhdyar namas Amg
Abhnyapradiyar namat  Aung Kanydyunamaz Ak Surliphyar
nama/  The Sharadiulaka 413 of Raghava Bha#fa says that
selecting the long vowels #{ /¢ should be rejected as neuter
vowels The Tantrasra however gives thelong vowels as & 1
W 72 &f ar au ad  The weapons are alse to be worshipped along:
with the consonants beginning with ya or 1n other words the
consonants begmmmng with y1 thitis ya ra la va sha sta st
and ha are selected

The hymn to Mahiskamardini incorporated m the Kulachtt
dhmard 1s recited by Bhairava  The text of this hymn appears
to have grown defective mn course of time Reference had
accordingly to be made not only to the printed edition but to
Ms copses of the Tantrasira mr which it1s quoted  One Ms
dated 1604 Shaha year found n the district of Mvmensing by
the travelling Pandit of the Varendr1 Research Socrety  was of
great help 1n restorng the correct reading The text as
printed heremn may therefore be taken as furly accurate From
the hymn (Vv 22 35) it appeats that whulst the worship of
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Visknu and Shiva was popular, and their votarics were 3][:’;
plauded the Kulachdra was blamed. A Xrn.ml:\\lf‘ﬁ ~(:1m’- o
hymn in English was printed in the volume entitled "1y o out
the Goddess” by A. & E. Avalon.  As was there pointe e
the text of the Tantrasira used for this translation was |r! P -
corrupt and unintellegible and in others of doubtful mc.\n}m;.é
A further translation with commentary has therefore bem}. YCI ¢
made by A. Avalon of the text as it has now been rcusg(r N
and the opportunity has been availed of to correet some Crrote

L . . N . the
The following translation and accompanying notes arce by tt
General Editor

MAHISHAMARDINI(1) STOTRA.

1

O Chandi'(2)

By Whom the act of the wicked and formidable Asura(3)
was shattered,

Do Thou wander in my heart.

Destroy my selfishness and the calamities which deeply
pierce me, .

Arising from the mass of malice and fears (which assail me),

So that, free from danger,

And protected by the lotus cluster of Thy feet,

My swan-lihe{4) mind may swum and rejoice in the Ocean

of Bliss.

2

‘What fear of his enemies has he who worships Thee?
The Devas who worship Thy feet

Having abandoned the form of N#usingha(s)
‘Whose towering mane rivals in splendour and height

towering Mount Sumeru,

1) Awle of the Shakui of Shiva as the powerful victrie of demons, She 1s Matusta
wardiod, as the stayer of Mahiska. The Datya Shumbha attached Her in the form of &
taffalo (Matrhat , see Chandt,

{2} A form of the Devt assumed for the destruction of the Dartya Charda, and who assisted
1 the destrochion of the demon Raktavija , see (Marhandeya T urdsra)
(3 Matnsha

{4} Manchargsa, the Hangsais varously described as a swan, gander, and flamingo

45) The Man hon wcarnanon {Avatdra) of Vishnu, 1 which e destroyed the Daityt
Hiraryakashupu, {ather of $hs devotee Prahtada,
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And whose fingers are outstretched to tear (the breast of )
Hiranyakashipu(r)

Now worship (the lion)(2) the encmy of the clephant(3)

Server of Thy feet which destroy the bonds of the Pashu

-
D

O Chazdi! when the syllables, the letters of which speak
of Thee,

Reach the ear, then Brahma and other Devas

Sing the truth tonching Puruska and Praksti(s).

O Devi! be today gracious to nie, ,

Devoted as I am to the kissing of Thy sacred lotus feet,

The one and only glittering abode of the essence of the
nectar of all Devatfis.

4

If, because of my following Your way of Kula(s),
1 suffer reproach, better is 1t that I shall thus be without
fame.

Let me not have that which comes of the worship of

Keshava(6) and Kaushika(7) ;
Rather, O Mother! let my heart rest in meditation on Thy

lotus feet,
Worshipped by Brahm4, Hari(8), and the Enemy of Smara(g)
By the Eater of oblations(1o) and the Enemy of the
Daitya (11).

13} The Avatdra is generally represented with the King of the Dutyas accress His knees,
teartng asundee wih Ifis bands and claws the luter's belly  Seenote 5, p 16

(2) Which accompimes the Denas Durgd  Adter the destruction of Hirasyahashipu,
Vishuw's wrath was not appeased The wotld tremlfed, fewnng whnt He mightde The
Dovas ashed the help of Shiwa, who assumed the Sharabhn fonn—thnt of & fion with wings and
eight fect—~who caught up Visdramto the air and held hm there until he had became powerless,
The fion then went to the feet of Durgd, whom he accompames.

(31 Krt the clephant form eubsequently assumed by the Acor Mabuska  Karant=-enemy

=lon

i :Ze)mé;:; and Shakti 5 the “Male” and “Femle” from whose ution springs the Umverse

(5) That 15, Kuldchdra, cne of the dimstons of Tantuh worshippers, who, the verse s,

anderstood, and therefore sutject of yeproach 3 and which 1s contristed 1n the next line

B the more popular and conventional worship of Keshava and Kaushik
bt :“Ev":;l’“ (7) Indea. R

:9; Smar+, the God of Love s Sbivt, wha slew him, s bis tenemy »

{10) That1s Fire.

¢ ysual
(11) Daitydn ¢ us
possitly the reference may he ta Indrt

1y an eputhet of Shit Ksachnn, but as Hir has slrendy been mentuoned,
According to Medint, Dutydn=Deyvui
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5 -
! ed m the constant contemplation
O Mother! If I be engag o foet,
Then what 15 there which Siddhas have(r) which 1 have not
May Thy lotus Feet be ever present to my blissful mind{2)
Thy feet from which exceeding mercy flows !
O propitious Mother ! do Thou forgive me

6

Verily and without doubt, even the Lord of Bhittas(3)

would have perished(4)
Maddened as He was with the joy of the embrace of (Thee

Wha art) His own self(5)
Had He not been freshened by the lotus fragrance of Thy

eet,
Bathed in the honey which flows within
Trom the union of Shiva and Shakti(6)

7
O Mother! let the stream of heavy showers of holy

devotion towards Thee
Be ever shed upon me,

Strugghing and drowning(7), alas! as I am i the endless
. Ocean of Illusion

(1} Suddhhspada.

(33 This “mind  has a quilfying adjectine viz —** Akshtasampadi” ¢ of uminterzupted
hippiness™ 1t 1s 50 eease the Devt ss dancing there

(3) Shvs 13 Phiteshvara or Dhfitandtha R dtr, which in a gencral sense mens ¢ beings,”
specilfeally refess ta the Spets Ty whom Shiva 1s surrounded, and of whom e 15 Master

44) 1115 by the Devis aid that Shira 1s Paramesnara 51 witt out Shaku He 1s nothing, and
withsut Hee ife grving enerpy and sopport ewnnot exist s the Rut yk Tantra sayst ¢ Wath
oot therr Shaltisihe Postands are lut Preta (nert, corpses) ™ Soalsa the Jokndrmava O
belaned, gure Sadialiva wuhont Shalti s wittott wets & hke a cospse, o1 without Shakn
1le can do pothing *

(8) Svhimbnam panrathys  Literslly, having emiraced Uimsell. The Devl s, however,
in & dteal e senae, i sacred half, and in reabty one with Thm and his own sell {ree Matd
niredna 'r-n:u. Chap. 11 CF Atmaratipnyad (Shachakss p. 64)

{5) Dalrdd: Y 1t b o

prdalt by The meaning 15 not clerr
1ot Chandra (moon ) seems 10 stand Fr the VI of Shiva (wh

the Sabawrdrs appears 1o be anddieated

' ach it aleo means) t an1
Chantanaraa (It sandal fowd isenes fram Derl, Therel e e union of Shiva an 1 Shaks 1
1) Medabihadta vy 8hdra val th, 0o

Serced ty the mackery of the acean of Wasin ™
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Without taste of the water of the Bliss of Brahman
Which devotion dispels the weight of anguish from numbers
of Devas

»

8

May the glory of Thy feet dark as a ranladen cloud,
Be ever in my heart

Dispeliing by sts lustre as of ten million suns

The darhness which overspreads my mind

From 1ts ghtttering womb were born the three Devatis
Who create mantain, and destroy the world

Whose substance 1s pure consciousness and bliss

9

May(1) Devi Durgd Who gives victory and happiness
Dispeller of fear Victrix of fortresses and 1l fortune
Who had power to destroy the proud enemies of the
Devatds
And Who strikes terror into the hearts of thousands (of
Ever conquer! Her foes)
She 1t was Who having severed the head of the Asura
MahisZa,
Crushed and killed under Her feet him who assumed the
form of a buffalo
Now bellowing now chirging and agamn retreating
And from whose mouth the Asura 1ssued

* 10

In the red ocean vast and surging

Danced the great shields weapons and streamers(2) of the
enemy

(An ocean) clouded by the flight of discus -

And the arrows of the heaving mulutude of soldiers

There lay the heads of the proud and wicked Asuras

Broken and cut to preces tossed about by the stormb ?f]

attle

T he of which) sh ned the thirst and hunger of
(The sight of which) sharp the birds of earrion

(1) See Mirhandeya Uhn i vv 38 39
(2) Clénwa
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1 meditate(1) upon Devi Mahiszamardind,
Rushing 1n frenzy now here, now there,on that wondrous
field of battle (for the slaughter of the enemices)
Attended by cight companion Mt rs(2
And on the Mantra and Badhtt Vija(3)'in the lotus of eght
petals(4).
Within the two horns of the fierce and terrible restless and

. challenging head
Bent low and slanting(s) of the maddened buffulo.

12

Let the Sadhaka meditate on the dark Shivd

(Mahistamardini),
Holding in Her hands discus, lance, ave, shield, arrow,

bow, and trident,

Making the gesture(6) which dispels fear s

Her mass of hair 1s Iike a bank of cloud entwined up on
Her head,

Her face most formidable awes (Her foes)

Mahing even the defiant falter

Her laugh 15 loud and terrible,

13 .
O Devi! such as in this manner

Meditate upon this Thy faultless form

Or upon Thee as Durgh or other form of Thine
Worshipped by Indra and other Devas,

To them 1t 1s given to attack the cities of their foes,
Aund conquering thew enemues, to gan o kingdom |,
They too, acquire the nectar of the hnowledge of poesy,
And power to arrest, banish, and slay(7)

{1) Readinz Swmnre for Vare in text

{2) The Desis so called 22 ante the Iwncgipa Stolra

(3) Strtag the Mantr 112y Le sud with this or the Tara (Ong) Mdya (Hrin,) Rdma (hhing)
or Vagthava Vija (Aing} -

(4) On the pelals are the exht syllables Mahishmardin svBhd ¢ Salutation to the Devi
slayer of Mahisha”

(5) The tuffalo when chargig puts its head ashew The Mantrn 15 thought of as placed
Letween the twa horns
{6) The Abhayamudrd

° {7} Stambhanam, Uchch#fanam and Mérasam , thice of the Tantrh Shaharma
.
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Whosoever reads or hears this Hymn i~

Made by me in rapt meditation upon Thy lotus feet 'éj\ &

Wherein is said Thy Kula worship and Mantra in liddein.

form(r) ~~,

In the palms of the huds of all such

Are forthwith wealth, fullilment of desire and liberation.

O Mother! salutation to Thee!

May Thou conquer !

In the coacluding portion of this Chapter the Devi s1ys that
Her chief forms are represented by Mahisdamardini, K#li, and
Tripuribhairavi, the last being considered the primary mani-
{estation (VII. 37) This work wnculcates the worship of Yog-
inis as a part of Kula-worship, on Kula-days (Kulavara) and
Kula-tithis, specially on the 14th day of the moon

[ The Kulavaras have been described m the Yamalas from
which they have been quoted mn the Tantrasira as follows
“ Tuesday and Friday are Kula days while Wesdnesday is both
Kula and Akula, the rest being all Akula "(2) Agamn all Tithis
with an uneven number are Akula, with an even number Kula
with the exception of the second, sixth and tenth which are
both Kula and Akula }(3)

The evening rite, consisting 11 the offering of food to jackals,
15 described at length  The Devi towards the end says “ Thou
art the Guru of all the Tantras and neither I nor Har1  There-
fore Thou art the Revealer of the Tantras 1 entered into Thy
body (as Shakt1) and thereby Thou didst become the Lord
( Prabhu) There is none but Myself who 1s the Mother to,
create { Kiryyavibhivini ) (4) and therefore 1t 15 when creation

{1) The Mantra \laliskunardiot ssabd may Le spett nut from the first six verses from the

Llbwing words which resp them hobitte (M) Hitvd (Eh) Chwudi
(Ska) 0& (Ma) sou (hdim) Svitmanam and not dtwinam as
given in the text {Sva) and Hub4 (Ha)
(2) Kavicl u garak saursh ch Bohakold matds

Dhaumashuhran kwlahhyau to budhavdraZ Autdhaled  Sce Puadt VIL 38
(31 Diielyd dushami shaskhn Yulikulamudahretun
Virkaméshchahulbh sarvds shestdshehs tthayak huldk
Stmululy all hahskatras with an even number are hola
Vacanhedral fane huldkalamudah /
Kutdn samadlughoydns sheskal hdny ~kuldn cha, ¥
(4) That is She has the disposition to act of to carry out what He wills Sk
Kartrittva for the Father as efficient ciuse does not act, but the Mother in wh
sced of the world 13 sown alone ducs so
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takes place that sonship is in Thee. Thou alone art the Father
who wills what I do ( Kéryyavibhavaka ) and none else.

Méng vind janani kipi naiva kiryyavibhavini

Ata/ kiryye samutpanne putratvang tvayi vartate
Tvang vind janaka/ ko'pi naiva kiiryya-vibhivakaZ
Atastvameva janako nistyanyo’pi kathanchana

“At times Thou art the father ; at others the son; at times
Thou art the Guru ; at others the disciple. By the union of Shiva
and Shakti creation comes { Shivashakti-samiyoght jayate srz-
shtikalpand ). As all in this universe is both Shiva and Shakti
( Shivashaktimaya ) therefore, Oh Maheshvara! Thou art in

gx'c;{nplace and T am in every place. Thouartin alland Iam ~
m all.

Varendra Research Samiti, Rajshahi,
August 1915,

A. K. Marrra, *
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